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Roundabout Fit & Function

Challenge Opportunity

“Roundabouts are not pedestrian friendly”

Roundabouts, if designed correctly, are very pedestrian 
friendly. Here’s why:

•	 Splitter islands provide a refuge at each crossing

•	 Pedestrians only encounter one direction of vehicle  
travel at a time, simplifying the task of crossing the street

•	 Vehicle speeds are lower and therefore reduce the  
severity if the accident should ocur

“Snowplows, fire trucks, buses, and semis can’t use 
roundabouts”

By including a “truck apron” in the center, a roundabout  
can indeed accommodate oversized vehicles

“Roundabouts hurt businesses” Numerous examples show business increasing after the 
installation of a roundabout
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If hit by a person driving at: Person Survives the Collision Results in a Fatality

Roundabouts Compared to  
Traditional Intersections

Roundabout accidents, if they happen,  
occur at slower speeds

Roundabouts have fewer vehicle and 
 pedestrian conflict points

Right lane is for  »
right turns only.
Left lane is for   »
left turns, u-turns,  
or through tra�c only.

Right lane is for right  »
turns or through 
tra�c only. 
Left lane is for   »
left turns, u-turns, or 
through tra�c only.

Right lane is   »
for right turns or 
through tra�c. 
Left lane is for left  »
turns or u-turns only.

Black and white signs:
at the side   »
of the road

Crosswalk:  
Yield to pedestrians 

Lane choice is critical at roundabouts

Choose your lane and yield to all tra�c in both lanes before entering roundabout!
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Bicycles 
Bicyclists can continue

through the roundabout  »
taking the travel lane, or 
may exit the roadway  »
and use the crosswalk.

truck apron

Pedestrians
Pedestrians at the  »
curb side look left 
for oncoming tra�c 
before crossing
Pedestrians within the  »
crosswalk island area 
look right for oncoming 
tra�c before crossing.

Left turns/u-turns: 
use left lane

Right turns:  
use right lane

Going straight:  
follow the pavement 

markings, arrows or signs
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